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FEDERAL ELECTION — WESTERN AUSTRALIAN RESULTS 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.38 pm]: Like the President, I love a good 
election and I have spent some time this week in member’s statements reflecting on election results, and I will do 
another brief contribution on the same subject today. 
Looking back through the election results in Western Australia, it truly was a remarkable result for our side of 
politics and for all the people who participated in that. I think the big change in politics since I have been involved 
is the number of people, especially young people, who get engaged and get on the ground at election time; I want 
to acknowledge them all today. When it comes to results, there were some very interesting outcomes that I want 
to share with members in the house tonight, and to make an observation. 
WA Labor got 542 678 votes across Western Australia for the lower house, representing 36.83 per cent of the primary 
vote. It is fair to say that that is the best result we have had for a very long time. The Liberal Party got 503 259 votes, 
not many fewer than Labor, surprisingly, which represents 34 per cent of the primary vote. The Greens had a good 
election, receiving 184 000 votes. Well done to the Greens. I was pleased to see Senator Dorinda Cox re-elected, 
and also my good friend Bianca McNeair from Geraldton, who ran in Durack. She ran a great, clean campaign up 
there and I hope she continues her foray into politics. If we add up the votes of those three parties, they account 
for 83.5 per cent of the primary vote. In fourth place, with the next highest number of votes, was the informal vote 
with 86 000 votes, which represents 5.5 per cent. If we add those up, 89 per cent of people voted informal or for 
one of the three major parties. There is one missing and I will get to it in a little while. 

Next was Paul Hanson’s One Nation, which, despite no evidence of a campaign, got 58 000 votes, which represents 
3.95 per cent of the primary. The Independents, which were a feature of this federal election, came in fifth place 
in Western Australia, receiving 35 970 votes—for the benefit of Hansard, these figures have been lifted straight 
from the Australian Electoral Commission website so there is no need to write them all down—which is 2.44 per cent 
of the primary vote across Western Australia. The United Australia Party, with its great friend of Western Australia, 
Clive Palmer, still managed to attract 33 869 votes—I really do not know why, but he did—which means that 
2.3 per cent of people decided that Clive Palmer was the best thing for Western Australia. I will never understand 
that. The Western Australia Party received 33 265 votes, which is 2.26 per cent of the primary vote. I will have to 
list seven more parties until we get to under two per cent of the primary vote. 

The Australian Christians, the perennial candidates who are there at every election handing out their material—
they are nice people—got 19 965 votes across the state, which represents 1.35 per cent of the primary vote. The 
Great Australian Party received 16 548 votes, which represents 1.2 per cent, and the Australian Federation Party 
received 15 922 votes, which represents 1.06 per cent. That is the top 10. All the parties in the top 10 received more 
than one per cent of the vote. Members might ask who is missing from the top 10. There are a couple of familiar 
names in the list of parties that did not make the top 10. With 12 897 votes, or 0.088 per cent of the vote, is the 
Liberal Democrats in Western Australia, a familiar name. There was a Liberal Democratic member in this chamber 
in the last Parliament. The Liberal Democrats came eleventh. In twelfth place—finally, in case members were 
wondering—was the Nationals WA. It received 9 168 votes—as opposed to Labor’s 542 000 votes and the Liberal’s 
503 000 votes—which represents 0.62 per cent of the votes in the state. As Hon Dr Steve Thomas correctly pointed 
out, it ran in one seat. The Nationals WA is the party that states on all its material that it is standing up for regional 
Western Australia. 

A government member: They didn’t even run. 

Hon DARREN WEST: It did not even run. It sat hunkered down in its headquarters or hideout down at Sideshow Alley 
at the showgrounds and was totally absent from the election. I can tell members that a party cannot fight for regional 
Western Australia when it cuts and runs from an election—it cannot do that. It ran in one seat and it did not even 
run in that seat for what one would think would be decent reasons. Rather, it ran in that seat to help Melissa Price 
keep Labor out. That is why it ran, and it openly admits that. For anyone who thought that Ian Blayney was the 
answer in Durack, I am really interested in what the question may have been.  

Nonetheless, we go down to the next party, which is the Animal Justice Party with 5 524 votes. It came in just 
behind the Nationals. The Nationals WA has got down amongst the Liberal Democrats and the Animal Justice Party. 
The Social Alliance party got 1 184 votes, which is 0.08 per cent of the vote, and the Informed Medical Options 
Party rounds out the bottom five with the Nationals, receiving 785 votes, which is 0.05 per cent. It was a disgraceful 
effort on the part of the Nationals. What sort of political party that claims to stand up for regional Western Australia 
does not turn up at election time? It did not run anyone in the Senate, O’Connor or Forrest—it did not run anyone 
anywhere, except to help Melissa Price and, might I say, that was moderately successful because without the support 
of Ian Blayney, we would have a new member for Durack. But that is a discussion for another day. 
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Only one party truly stands up for regional Western Australia and it is on this side of the chamber! We have more 
regional MPs than any other party in the Western Australian Parliament. For the last two Parliaments now, we have 
fought for regional Western Australia and we contest every election. We get out there and do the hard yards, listen 
to voters and deliver what matters to them. 
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